




















Learning Opportunities

Professional
Development /
Conferences: LOCAL

Disability Law Center, Inc.
Accessible Health Care: It
Takes More Than Ramps

June 22,2010
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Hoagland-Pincus Conference Center

222 Maple Avenue
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts

Informative panels and workshops:
Learn how to make your practice
compliant with federal and state
accessibility laws and Department of
Public Health policies. Gain tools and
ideas for designing and implementing
policies and procedures, conducting
site surveys, and creating transition
plans.

Please contact Stefanie Krantz by:
(413) 584-6337 or (800) 222-5619,
TTY: (413) 582-6919 or Email:
skrantz@dlc-ma.org, or Fax: (413)
584-2976, by Friday, June 4, 2010
http://www.dlc-ma.org/index.htm.

14th Annual Great
Beginnings Conference

October 29, 2010

DCU Center (Worcester Centrum)
50 Foster Street, Worcester, MA
01608

To be added to the Great Beginnings
mailing list, please send your mailing
information to PERCS at
services@percs.info.

Professional
Development /
Conferences:
NATIONAL

National Institute for Early
Childhood Professional
Development

June 6-9 2010
Phoenix, Arizona

www.naeyc.org

NAEYC’s National Institute for Early
Childhood Professional Development
is designed for teacher educators,
program administrators, and others
who provide professional preparation
and ongoing professional development
experiences for the early childhood
workforce.

2010 Minnesota Early
Intervention Summer
Institute

June 17-18, 2010
St. John’s University, Collegeville, MN
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The Minnesota Early Intervention
Summer Institute is a unique
professional development opportunity
provided to the early childhood field
through sponsorship by the Minnesota
Department of Education. Gain new
insights and develop new skills for
your work with young children and
families. Enjoy the traditional activities
that Summer Institute participants
have enjoyed through the years,
including the lunchtime barbeque and
the evening wine and dessert
reception hosted by Minnesota DEC.
You'll find the lusciously landscaped
and serene campus of St. John's
University provides the perfect setting
for learning, reflection, and
rejuvenation.

View the complete agenda online at
<http://www.regonline.com/builder/
site/tab2.aspx?EventlD=838454>

The registration deadline is Monday,
June 7, 2010.

Questions? Contact Sara Zettervall,
CEED Events Specialist, at 612-625-
2252 or sarazet@umn.edu.

Head Start’s 10th National
Research Conference

Research on Young Children and
Families - Launching the Next
Decade for Policy and Practice

June 21-23, 2010

Marriott-Wardman Park Hotel
Woashington, DC

This conference focuses on identifying
and disseminating new research

relevant to young children (0-8 years),
the low-income families who are Head



Learning Opportunities

Start’s population, and expanding
dialogue and fostering partnerships
among researchers, practitioners, and
policy makers.

For more information and online
registration, visit www.esi-
bethesda.com/HSRC/

The 6th Alstrom Syndrome
International Conference
(ASI)

June 24-28, 2010

The Unicoi State Park and Lodge
4 Whitney Farm Road
Helen, Georgia

For more information, contact:
Robert P. Marshall

Executive Director

(207) 244-7043
robin@acadia.net or http://
www.nationaldb.org

Website: http://www.alstrom.org/
foundation/2010 conference.html

To learn more about Alstrom
Syndrome, visit http://
www.alstrom.org/families/what-is-
alstrom.html

National Deaf People of
Color Conference: Hands
Joined, Signs United, Colors

Flying
June 24-27, 2010

Oregon Convention Center &
Doubletree Hotel

Portland, Oregon
www.deafpeopleofcolor.org

AG Bell 2010 Biennial
Convention

June 25-28
Hilton Orlando, Bonnet Creek in
Orlando, Fl

This year's convention features eleven
intensive short courses; eighty
concurrent sessions; 3 /2 days of
programming for children and teens
with all hearing abilities; and a special
presentation by keynote speaker and
ABC "Good Morning America"
contributor Lee Woodruff as well as a
complimentary copy of her bestseller,
"Perfectly Imperfect: A Life in
Progress."

For more information about the
convention, visit
www.agbell20 | Oconvention.org.

National Association of the
Deaf Biennial Conference

July 7-11, 2010

Philadelphia Marriott-Downtown
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

www.nad.org

2010 National Conference
on Childhood Apraxia of
Speech

July 8 - July 10, 2010

Call for Presentations Application!
Sheraton Station Square Hotel
300 West Station Square Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1122

For more information, visit
www.apraxia-kids.org.
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OSEP Leadership Mega
Conference and NECTAC
Conference (The National
Early Childhood
Conference)

August 2-5,2010

This conference presents a unique
opportunity for the entire community
(OSEP and partners) to engage in a
collaborative dialogue and achieve a
common understanding regarding our
shared responsibilities for improving
results for infants, toddlers, children,
and youth with disabilities. A brief
agenda is available at http://
www.nectac.org/~pdfs/eNotes/
ECstrand_Joint_Conf_ 2010.pdf

For more information Contact:
Tamara Infante

(202) 884-8215
tinfante@aed.org

12h Annual Autism
Summer Institute

Aug. 9-12, 2010

8:00 am - 3:45 pm (Mon, Tues, Wed)
8:00 am - 12:00 pm (Thurs)

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Nashua, NH,
Phone: (603) 886-1200

Since 1999, the goal of the Autism
Summer Institute (ASI) has been to
provide strengths-based perspectives
about students with Autism Spectrum
Disorders (ASD) for families and
professionals that improve the quality
of education in inclusive settings. Each
year, participants gain the knowledge
and skills necessary to evaluate and
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select evidence-based strategies that
will enhance the full participation of
students with ASD in their schools
and communities. In addition to
nationally-renowned experts, the ASI
continues to be committed to
including the voice of individuals who
experience autism as a central part of
the conference's message. This year's
ASI offers a unique combination of
keynote presentations, 36 theme-
based breakout sessions, and Action
Planning Groups. For more
information, visit www.iod.unh.edu/
asi.html.

31st Clarke Schools for
Hearing & Speech
Annual Mainstream
Conference

October 14-15, 2010

Connecting the Dots Academically
& Socially

Clarke Mainstream Services hosts a
two-day fall conference each year to
provide information on hearing loss
and how to maximize success for
students, parents, and professionals in
mainstream settings. Experts on
hearing loss from around the country
are invited to share their knowledge.
This conference is the only one of its
kind in the United States that is
offered each year. Anyone who works
with a deaf or hard of hearing student
who listens, speaks, and uses the
English language will benefit from
attending.

For information call Barbara Rochon
at 413-587-7313 or email:
brochon@clarkeschools.org
www.clarkeschool.org

DEC (Division of Early
Childhood)

26th Annual International
conference on young children with
special needs and their families

October 14-17, 2010
Westin Crown Center
Kansas City, Missouri

This conference is the gathering place
for all those who work with and care
about young children with disabilities
and their families. For more
information, check out the 2010
Preliminary Conference Program to
learn more about the conference and
to decide on pre-conference and post
-conference workshops. https://
custom.cvent.com/57358F91279145B
692C08B53BC5CB3 | S/files/
3ab2dc95d2504e3f82e386fc | 9cOefbe.

pdf

NAEYC’s 2010 Annual
Conference

In collaboration with the National
Black Child Development Institute
(NBCDI)

November 3-6
Anaheim, California

www.naeyc.org
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ICDL (Interdisciplinary
Council on Developmental
and Learning Disorders)
2010 Annual Conference

November 5-7, 2010
Woashington, DC Metro Area

Redefining Autism: The goal of the
ICDL Annual conference is to help
parents and professionals integrate
knowledge and competencies from
different disciplines that will improve
prevention, assessment, diagnosis, and
treatment of emotional and
developmental disorders in infancy
and childhood for future info
www.icdl.com

CHADD (Children and
Adults with ADD)

22nd Annual International
Conference on AD/IHD

November 11-13,2010
The Hyatt Regency

265 Peachtree Street NE
Atlanta, GA 30303-1294
(404) 577-1234

Each year over a thousand family
members, physicians, psychologists,
educators, health care providers and
social workers attend the Annual
CHADD International Conference
seeking the latest science-based
information about Attention-Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder.

For more information, contact
Suzanne Urie at (301) 306-7070, ext.
101 or Suzanne_Urie@chadd.

www.chadd.org
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Zero To Three 25th National
Training Institute National
Center for Infants,
Toddlers, and Families

December 9-11, 2010,
Phoenix, Arizona.

ZERO TO Three’s National Training
Institute is a comprehensive and
multidisciplinary conference that
focuses on cutting-edge child
development research, best practices,
and policy endeavors for infants,
toddlers, and families.

For more information about
submitting a proposal, or the National
Training Institute, visit: http://
www.zttnticonference.org/call-for-
proposals2010.aspx

Professional
Development: ONLINE

University of Minnesota
Center for Early Education
& Development

Introduction to Infant Mental
Health

Summer Session: June 7 to August 9,
2010

Fall Session: September 27 to
November 29, 2010

For more information, contact:

Sara Zettervall, Summer Institute
Conference Coordinator, Center for
Early Education and Development,

1954 Buford Avenue, Suite 425 St.,
Paul, MN, 55108

Phone: 612-625-2252

Email: sarazet@umn.edu
www.education.umn.edu

FIPP (Family Infant
Preschool Program Web-
Based Learning Modules)

Introduction to Coaching in
Natural Learning Environments

Do you want to know more about the
characteristics of coaching, who can
coach, or what special training might
be involved? Then this learning module
is for you. The target audience for
these modules is professionals who
work in the field of early intervention
or early childhood learning. Access is
provided free of charge.

www.fipp.org

Transportation Fair

May 20,2010
4-7 P.M.
One Depot Square, Woonsocket, Rl

For more information: (401) 235-6082
http://www.famresri.org

Learn about transportation options and how to put money in your
pocket while commuting to work, job training and school. This
event will feature information on carpool resources, car insurance,
RIPTA Flex Bus and car and bike maintenance tips. Event
sponsored by Family Resources Community Action and the
Woonsocket Transportation Advisory Committee
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Support Groups for Families

ASDads-Father Support Phone: 401- 877-969-0010 (toll-free); For more information, call 401-845-
Group Fax 630-990-0246 [110.
http://www.theautismproject.org/ nationaloffice@compassionatefriends. http://www.lifespan.org/newport/
parents_resources.php#ASDads org
Meetings will be held the first Monday Www.compassionatefriends.org
of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the CHADD of RI Support
Autism Project of Rhode Island Group
located at 1516 Atwood Avenue, The Blackstone Valley 7:15-9:15 p.m.
j'ohnston., RI02919. For more ~ Mother of Twins Club Bradley Hospital, 1011 Veterans
|nfo‘rmat|on, please contact the Autism ByMOTC is a support group for Memorial Parkway, East Providence.
Project at (401) 785-2666. Ask for Sue ,others of and mothers expecting Contact CHADD of Rl at 40-943-
Sposato, x. 106 multiples. The club meets the fourth 9399, rhode-island@chadd.net, or
Tuesday of each month from visit their website at www.chadd.net
September to June with the exception or www.help4adhd.org for specific
Asperger’s Association of of December at the Four Corners dates and topics.
New England - Rhode Island Community Chapel at 200 Angell
Chapter Road, which on the corner at the CHADD of Rhode Island (Children
Support group for parents of adults or intersection of Angell Road and and Adults with Attention Deficit
older children with Asperger’s Diamond Hill Road in Cumberland, RI. Hyperactivity Disorder): CHADD
Disorder 7:30 — 9:00 p.m., the second The group has speakers, works to improve the lives of
Monday of each month during the a twin library, family outings, play individuals with Attention Deficit/
school year at Bradley Hospital, Pine ~ dates, mom’s nights out, and a Hyperactivity Disorder through
Room. Contact Barbara Whalen at monthly newsletter. education, advocacy and support.
401-333-1705 for more information or Meetings are held on the first
visit their website at http:// Wednesday of each month.
WWW.aane.org. Bradley Hospital Support
Groups
http://www.lifespan.org/services/ Cranston, RI - Prents of
Autism & PDD Support support/prov.htm School-Age Children
Group http://www.aane.org/aane_services/
7-10 p.m. last Monday of each month Parents Helping Parents Support support_social_groups_children.html
in the Gudoian Conference Room, Group 7:30-9:00, Last Monday of the month
Newport Hospital. For more 6:30 - 8:30 PM, second Thursday of  (call to check). Autism Project, 51
information, call Wendy Fourni at 401- the month, Pine Room, Bradley Sockanosset Cross Road, Cranston, Rl
683-6741. Hospital. Babysitting is available but 401-785-2666. Facilitator: Barbara
must be scheduled in advance. For Whalen: 401-333-1705.
more information, contact Chris http://www.aane.ors/

Brown at 401-432-1205. http:/
www.lifespan.org/calendar/details.php?
event_id=272&date=12/10/2009.

Bereavement Support
The Compassionate Friends: Self-

help support groups for parents who Discovering My Epilepsy -
have suffered the death of a child of Family Support Group

any age and from any cause. Southeast 6pm to 8pm, second Tuesday of each
Region Chapters are located in Breastfeeding Support month (except October).

Bourne, Harwich and Providence, Rl.  Group Peace Dale Elementary School, 109
Call for local chapter meeting 12:30 - 2:30 PM. Thursdays Kersey Road, Peace Dale, RI 02879.
information. National office: P.O. Box Noreen Stonor Drexel Birthing Discovering My Epilepsy is a support

3696, Oak Brook, IL 60522-3696. Center, Newport Hospital group for children, teens and their
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Support Groups for Families

families living with epilepsy. Our
mission is to help one another
understand the many life changes
associated with epilepsy. Our goals
are to provide a safe, secure, and
stimulating environment, nurture new
friends, and create a support network
for the siblings and parents of those
with epilepsy. To register, call 401-
789-7330, email mattyfund@cox.net,

for children and teens, ages 3 to 18,
and their families who are grieving the
death of a loved one. There is also a
group for young adults, ages 18 to 25.

Call program director Laurie
Fitzgerald at 401-921-0980 for
information, or e-mail her at
l.fitzeerald@friendsway.ors. Website:
www.friendsway.org.

or visit http://www.mattyfund.org/.

Family Coalition for
Medically Involved Children
An active partnership of families and
friends of children with severe
cognitive, physical, and/or complex
health care needs. Meets on the Ist
Tuesday of the month in the Fall
River/Somerset area with activities for
parents and children. Call for more
information: Robin Masterson, 508-
379-0135 or Maria Sousa, 508-672-
1094; RLMasterson@juno.com.

Fragile X Association of RI
and Southern MA

The Fragile X Association of Rl and
Southern MA provides support and
resources to parents and others
affected by Fragile X Syndrome. The
group meets quarterly at the
Rochambeau Library, 7:00 - 9:00 pm,
708 Hope Street, Providence. Next
meeting July 15, 2010. For more
information, contact Leslie Bobrowski
at 401-640-4140,
lesliebobrowski@yahoo.com.

FRIENDS Way
www.friendsway.org

Bereavement support group located at
765 West Shore Road, Warwick, R,

Helping HANDS (Helping
Heal Autism &
Neurodevelopment
Disorders)

7:00 - 9:00 PM, 400 Taunton Street,
Wrentham. Call for more information.
Cheryl Gaudino, 508-695-3956; Denise
Dhillon, 508-883-1627; Maria
Loulourgas, 508-695-2955;
healingourkids@yahoo.com. Support
for families of children on the Autism
spectrum, with a special focus on
biomedical interventions and treatments.
Meets once a month at the VWrentham
Council on Aging.

Infant Massage

For: Parents and their infants.
Thursday June 17, 9:30 - 11:00 AM
Women & Infants CNE Center for
Health, Route | - 49 South County
Commons Way, 2nd Floor, South
Kingstown, Rhode Island 02879.
Contact: 401-276-7800 ext. | 14
(SCC) or http://
www.carenewengland.org/

Every baby loves massage! Bring your
baby to this class and learn simple
basic massage techniques that will
soothe the fussy baby, and bring
pleasure to the happy one.
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Parents of School-Aged
Children with Asperger’s
Support Group

7:30 - 9:00 PM, Cranston RI.

Meets on the last Monday of the
month at 5| Sockanosset Cross Road,
Cranston. Call for more information.
Barbara Whelan: 401-333-1705;
Autism Project (RI): 401-785-2666.

Parents Helping Parents
Support Group

For parents and families of children
with emotional, behavioral,
psychiatric, or developmental
disorders. This group meets the
second Wednesday of each month at
the Fiske Public Library on Randall
Road in Wrentham. Call for specific
times and events. Contact Amy
Redfearn at 508-384-1569,

pspgroup247@yahoo.com.

Rhode Island Parent
Information Network
Family Voices

Circle of Parents Support Groups

For Families of children and youth
with special needs.

10:00 — 11:30 a.m.

Third Saturday of the month

RI Parent Information Network
1210 Pontiac Avenue

Cranston, Rl 02920

Childcare and refreshments are
provided. For more information,
contact Barbara Torres at 401-270-
0101, xI 10, torres@ripin.org.
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Support Groups for Families

Rhode Island Parent
Information Network
Family Voices

Circle of Parents Support Groups

10:00 — 11:30 a.m.
First Monday of the month

Sessions will be held in the conference
room at the CNDC in George Clinic
at Rl Hospital, 593 Eddy Street,
Providence, RI 02903.

For more information, please contact
Lisa Landry-Testa at 401-444-8485.

Open to all caregivers. Childcare,
refreshments and free parking are
provided.

|

: We would like to thank Carol Manglass, RIPIN Parent Consultant at The Trudeau Center's Early

O‘% Intervention Program, for bringing us some very informative interviews on topics many are asking H
about. In addition, we extend a "thank you" to Linda Vollaro, Cris Faxis, Denise Bouley, and H
Nicole Gotovich, also RIPIN Parent Consultants, for their key contributions to our recent issues of H

The LINK.
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Promoting Membership in School, Work, and Community

Paul V. Sherlock Center on Disabilities and Rl Department of Human Services
-

Paul V. Sherlock Center on Disabilities
Rhode Island College

600 Mt. Pleasant Avenue
Providence, Rl 02908-1991

Phone: 401.456.8072 (V)
401.456.8773 (TDD)

Paul V. Sherlock Center on Disabiities

The Paul V. Sherlock Center on Disabilities promotes
membership of individuals with disabilities in school, work and
community. Located at Rl College, the Sherlock Center offers

EEEEEEEEEEE———— professional development and training opportunities for
We're on the Web: individuals, family members, educators,

nd professional Il levels.
www.sherlockcenter.org and protfessionals at all levels

Informational resources include a lending resource
library, topical newsletters and a variety of manuals and guides.
Technical assistance is provided state-wide as resources permit.

If your agency or program has Visit the Sherlock Center website for information on initiatives,
training opportunities for families events, publications, and to access links to local and
and/or professionals or has a new national disability resources.

initiative, please email us. We'd like
to include it in our next issue.

If you’d like to get on our list serve
email us at |bobrowski@ric.edu.

Tell us what you think!
Click here to complete a
quick survey of THE LINK.

This newsletter was developed in collaboration with the
Department of Human Services.
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